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By Randall Angell

Having grown up in land-locked Kansas, my wife Barb and | were quickly drawn
to SBC’s Three Ferries Ride this spring. Our first jobs out of school took us to
Ohio and then onto Michigan. In our new surroundings, we soon discovered the
joys of the ferry-cycling combination. Numerous water crossings to islands on
both the USA and Canada sides of Lake Erie provided us with cycling bliss. A
bit further away, Mackinac Island in upper Lake Huron offered us miles of car-
free biking (a motorized vehicle ban creates a serene stillness that is punctu-
ated only by the clip-clop of horse hooves).

The Three Ferries Ride was first scheduled for May 27 by Mary Jo Gerst, the
leader for this 32 mile tour. Arriving at the starting point in our rain gear on a
misty Saturday morning, we were crushed to learn that the ride had been can-
celed due to inclement weather. A few days later, Mary Jo announced on
SBC's list server that the ride was on again for the following Saturday. We were
so thankful that we got the late word of this rescheduling. | encourage all mem-
bers to subscribe to our list server. If you're not on the list, you're missing the
boat!

Just after 9:30 AM, our group of eight bikes (including one tandem) headed
south on the Elliott Bay Trail where we passed through Myrtle Edwards Park.
We soon left the trail and continued on the four-lane Alaskan Way. This is
where things started to get real interesting. Along with the passing vehicles and
numerous traffic lights, we had masses of travelers departing their cruise ships
and darting across the street. Long lines of taxis and buses were actively com-
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peting for parking on our right hand side. A couple of times, traffic control
1 personnel stopped all traffic to allow passage of pedestrians and buses.
And to top it off, there were the dreaded orange construction cones to ma-
neuver around. For our final distraction, a fireman testing his fire hose

. playfully shot a current of water across the street at a city vehicle.

After a right turn on Harbor and a mile of cycling, the Seattle shoreline
suddenly opened up to us. Wow, wow, wow! What a view. After a five
month bike tour, we moved to this area in January of 2005 and we’re still

pinching ourselves that we live HERE. So there we were, cycling along

Elliott Bay and absorbing the splendid view. The blue sky overhead and
the white, puffy clouds to the east added tremendous color to our marine
vista. If you haven't already figured it out, we were the couple that was
riding the tandem. As always, my stoker, Barb took lots of photos so that |
8 could see what | missed after the ride. With an average of three photos a
. mile on this ride, we created an album which can be seen at http://

& '‘community.webshots.com/album/5510507750luXTR.

®J To continue reading about the 3 Ferries Ride, please see page 7
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The next membership meeting is a picnic potluck at Green Lake Park. Meet at the picnic
tables across from the Greenlake Bar & Grill:
7200 E Green Lake Dr N.

Date: Tuesday, July 18th
Time: 6:30pm
Bring : A dish to share
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* Please welcome the following new members:

% Krista Bunch

* John Hill

* Alyson Garland

% Barbara McBeath
¥
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% And celebrate the renewal of these members:

% Eileen Rossman Beryl Fernandes
= Ken Winkenweder  Jean Davis

= Jean Henderson Sarah English
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Seattle Bicycle Club Merchandise

Own an SBC Tshirt or Jersey.You can purchase them at the
monthly membership meetinggor more information, email
merchanmdise @seattlebicycle.com.

Lead Club Rides
and
Earn a Ride

Jerseys: $55Siz6S S M L XL XXL Leader Vest!
Chest: 34 36 38 40 42 44

The jerseys are manufactured by Louis Garneau in a

MicroAirdry fabric. They have 3 large back pockets an

a 15” invisible zipper. They are unisex sizes and-Pito

cut (slim fitting).

T-shirts:
Short sleeved: $13-%L, $14 XXL
Longsleeved: $16-XL, $17 XXL




